
It is simple Victoria Angel Registry of Hope accepts donated 
cord blood from parents delivering at 34 hospitals in the Toronto region.  A driver 
picks up the cord blood from the hospital and takes it to the laboratory at Toronto 
General Hospital for processing. 

VICTORIA ANGEL
Patrizia Durante was diagnosed with 
leukemia when she was 27 weeks 
into her fi rst pregnancy. Prior to 
the delivery of her baby, she had 
the foresight to ask her doctors 
to collect and store her child’s 
umbilical cord blood. 

After radiation and chemotherapy 
treatments, Patrizia’s leukemia 
returned.  She needed a stem 
cell transplant. A fi fteen-minute 
transfusion of her baby’s cord 
blood was all it took. Within two 
months, her blood showed signs of 
improvement. Patrizia is now cured 
and her daughter, Victoria Angel, 
is a happy and healthy girl.  

To honour this remarkable family, 
Dr. Michael Virro and his wife, Jane, 
founded the charitable public cord 
blood bank and named it Victoria 
Angel Registry of Hope.
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TOO PRECIOUS TO WASTE
I discovered Victoria Angel 
after a quick google search in 
2012 when I heard that I could 
donate my baby’s cord blood. 
I was pregnant with my son 
and thought it was amazing 
that we could help others 
with something that hospi-
tals throw away. When I got 
pregnant with my daughter it 
was as automatic a decision as 
contacting the midwife to let 
them know we were pregnant 
again. Why wouldn’t everyone donate their baby’s cord blood? Unless you are storing 
it for personal use, it’s tossed away - but it could save lives!! The time requirement 
is so small - a few forms and a signed form at your next doctor’s visit, scan and email 
them back - DONE! I wish I had been aware of the program for my fi rst child.

EMMA NUCIFORA at the golf 
tournament. At the age of two, Emma 
was diagnosed with Myelodysplasia. 
Her doctor at Sick Kids said Emma’s 
speedy recovery was because of the 
cord blood stem cells she received. 
Today she is considered cured.

GIVING IS EASY
Victoria Angel’s charity accepts donations of publicly traded securities 
(corporations, bonds or mutual funds). This is why it is a good idea for donors: 
Securities increase in value over time. Usually 50% of the capital gain must be 
taken into income when they are sold. However, individuals who transfer securities 
directly to a registered Canadian charity have signifi cant tax savings because none 
of the capital gain is taken into income. Donors can claim charitable donations up 
to 75% of their net income!

Dr. Terrence Hoff man is a savvy investor - he gave generously to Victoria Angel’s 
charity through this method. Stephen Moff at, Private Wealth Manager at Scotia 
McLeod manages the transition of funds to the charity. “I simply received a form 
from Victoria Angel. My investment advisor completed it, faxed it to Stephen Moff at’s 
offi  ce and the transaction was completed. The tax savings are signifi cant and the eff ort 
is minimal. I highly recommend this.”  DR. TERRENCE HOFFMAN, PLATINUM DONOR. 

Cord blood donor: Nicole Marshall and family.

VALENTINE CELEBRATION On Tuesday February 12, Marisa Rocca opened her beautiful restaurant 
Sotto Sotto for a fabulous Valentine Celebration in support of Victoria Angel. Chef Massimo Renzi dazzled the guests with a six- 
course Italian feast. Through the generous support of all those who attended $45,000 (net) was contributed to Victoria Angel.
Contact us if you wish at attend next year’s event.

FROM LEFT: Mike and event co-chair Melissa Baldassarra; Sotto Sotto’s Chef Renzi; Michela, event co-chair, far right, Marco Guglietti and family.



GREAT EVENTS1 2
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ALYSHA was four years old 
when she was diagnosed with 
a rare form of leukemia. She 
underwent treatments to kill 
the cancerous cells in her bone 
marrow. As a result she required a 
stem cell transplant. Specialists at 
SickKids and McMaster University 
Medical Centre treated her 
and found a suitable cord blood 
sample from a public bank in the 
United States.  Alysha is now 10 
and in grade 5. Her favourite 
subjects are language and math.  
She is always busy with weekly 
dance and piano classes as well 
as knitting and sewing projects.

The annual Victoria Angel 
Golf Classic was held on July 
29 at King Valley Golf Club. Over 
100 golfers enjoyed a spectacular day 
out on the course. Dinner guests were 

entertained with wonderful tales 
of the NFL and NBA as Ed “Too 

Tall” Jones and George “Iceman” 
Gervin answered questions from the 
crowd. Through the incredible support 

of our sponsors, foursomes and guests 
who bid generously at the silent and live 
auctions the event netted $91,000. 
Thank you to everyone who made this 
day such an astounding success.
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THIS HOLIDAY SEASON be an angel
Our program fully depends on the 
support of our contributors. Please 
give generously to help us ensure 
that others like Alysha and Emma 
can fi nd the treatment they need.

Make a donation today by email 
at charity@victoriaangel.org, by 
phone at 905 471-1113 or online at 
victoriaangel.org

Become a monthly donor. 
By donating $10, $20, $50 (or 
whatever amount you like) each 
month to Victoria Angel you 
provide us with a continuous 
source of funds to increase the 
number of cord blood samples.

“Making an automatic monthly 
donation is easy and I feel great 
about providing this much 
- needed support to 
Victoria Angel”  
JOYCE MINTZER, 
MONTHLY DONOR

1) Victoria Angel Co-founders Dr. Mike and Jane Virro, with live auction winner Adam Lewis of The Multicare Group. The beautiful Chopard watch, 
pen and cuffl  inks were generously donated by L’Oro Jewellers.  2) Ben’s Pharmacy foursome with special guests Ed “Too Tall” Jones and George 
“Iceman” Gervin.  3) Kim Naylor, Executive Board Member and Chair of the Golf Tournament Committee (centre) with supporters Jennifer Walsh, 
Apple Canada and Steve Kanellakis, Sony Music Canada.  4) The winning foursome from ScotiaMcLeod  5) Sponsor Lou Rocca, Halton Forming 
with NBA star George “Iceman” Gervin.

OUR MEDICAL ANGELS
For more than 15 years Dr. George Arnold has been Markham 
Stouff ville Hospital’s Chief of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
Overseeing a department of midwives, family physicians and 
obstetricians, his dedicated team performs approximately 3100 
births per year. Dr. Arnold has been a strong and avid supporter 
of Victoria Angel since the very beginning. In order for our 

program to be a success, we count on doctors to use their specialized skills to 
collect high quality cord blood samples after birth. We are grateful to Dr. Arnold 
and wish to recognize his generous and professional contribution to our program.

“I believe it is important to build cord blood inventories to 
help our community and all Canadians in need of stem cell 
treatment, fi nd their match.”  DR. G. ARNOLD

CONTACT US AT:
t 905.471.1113  tf 1.888.868.0888  e charity@victoriaangel.org  w victoriaangel.org


